OHR RTRS News Summary, 12
December 1999

News Headlines

= RS Government meets to discuss upcoming RS Assembly
National session

 Dodik on future of BiH and Dayton Agreement revision

» Crew of Erica tanker rescued in Atlantic Ocean

= World news

= Bosniak and Croat refugees returning to Brcko

=77 Serbs and 27 Bosniaks have returned to Kupres -
Kupres Municipal Head Rastogorac

= Serb returnees in Blagaj living in difficult conditions
— Rastogorac

» Bugojno Municipal Deputy Head Vidovic on reconstruction
of houses and return of refugees

= One Serb killed in Pasjane, Kosovo

= One Serb killed near Malisevo, Kosovo

= KFOR US soldiers search for missing Serb

 One Polish KFOR officer killed and four injured in town
of Djeneral Jankovic

 Prisoners in Kosovska Mitrovica Prison end hunger strike

 Debate on human rights in Kosovo

= 0SCE Kosovo Head Everts on human rights in Kosovo and
debate on human rights

= Debate participant Kabasic condemns debate

 Former Yugoslav republics withdraw proposed UN
resolution on equality of former Yugoslav republics

= Montenegro postpones nomination of director and
executive board of Montenegrin Airport Company

* Yugoslav Prime Minister and Montenegrin Social National
Party President Bulatovic asks for early elections in
Montenegro

= Serbian opposition reacts to SPO request for early
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elections in Yugoslavia

= World news

= Forum on Organized Crime and Corruption held in Geneva

= Academic cooperation of Banja Luka University

» Dodik and RS Justice Minister Trbojevic to visit ICTY

= ICTY to announce verdict in Jelisic case on 14 December

» Djukanovic sends letter of condolence to Croatian Acting
President Pavletic

» Yugoslav and Russian delegations discuss delivery of
humanitarian oil and reconstruction

= Albanian terrorists attack Serb village Partes, Kosovo

 Partes Serbs block road Gnjilane-Urosevac

 Lawlessness in Kosovo under UN auspices — Serb National
Assembly President Ovdalovic

» Kosovska Mitrovica Serb National Council condemns
Kouchner decision on judiciary

UN will not tolerate blockades — International
Administrator for Kosovska Mitrovica

= 27 Indian police officers arrive in Kosovska Mitrovica

= Commission for Geo-sciences formed in Prijedor

= Sports and weather

News Summary

Dodik on future of BiH and revision of Dayton Agreement

RS Prime Minister Milorad Dodik in an interview to ONASA said,
“we must build BiH'’s future. BiH does not have a future with
its present wartime leaders.” Dodik stated that he could not
discuss the future with people of the past. Dodik added that
he could not discuss the future with people like BiH Council
of Ministers Co-chairman Haris Silajdzic, due to his open and
consistent obstruction of the work of BiH common institutions.
There are a few factors in the BiH Federation who want to make
revisions to the Dayton Peace Agreement, said Dodik. “The
first contingent is composed of persons that in 1991 and 1992,
on the wings of Bosniak nationalism, wanted to withdraw BiH
from the former Yugoslavia. They now have leading positions as
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representatives of the Bosniak nation. The views of these
people are dangerous for the future of BiH. Requests for
revision of the Dayton Agreement are coming from certain
politicians that assisted in the breakup of the former
Yugoslavia. These persons want to present their opinions as
normal civic views. The representatives of the third option
are persons who had leading posts before the arrival of the
nationalist parties. Also, one part of the IC wants to make
revisions to the Dayton Peace Agreement. That is visible in
the opinions of the International Crisis Group” Dodik told
ONASA. According to Dodik, the participation of BiH in UN
peace missions 1s acceptable for the RS. “Many people think
that it is a step forward to form a joint BiH Army."” Dodik
said he 1is against a joint BiH Army because it 1s not
possible. The BiH Federation Army proves this very fact, said
Dodik. “The only realistic discussion 1is discussion on the
reduction of military potentials, and then demilitarization”
he said. Both entity governments must work together on the
implementation of property laws. The OHR made a mistake when
it tied together property laws and housing rights. Commenting
on the dismissal of 22 officials in both BiH entities, Dodik
stated that High Representative Wolfgang Petritsch was
authorized and competent to make such a decision. Talks on
construction of the Banja Luka mosque Ferhadija will be more
realistic after parliamentary elections, he said. The return
of refugees 1s a higher priority than the mosque’s
construction. Commenting on the CD Coalition’s entry into the
RS Government, Dodik stated that restructuring the present RS
Government, which he heads, was not realistic.
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