OHR BiH TV News Summary, 8
September 1999

News Headlines

» Fazlagica Kula, East Herzegovina, bombed

» BiH Presidency holds session

= International news

= Two persons killed and four wounded in bomb explosion
near Gnjilane, Kosovo — Peterson

= Ombudsman reacts to Izetbegovic statement on eviction of
refugees

» Association of Judges appeal for rule of law

= Jelavic receives credentials from Vatican Ambassador

= Inauguration of Vatican Ambassador Apostle Nuncio in
Sarajevo Cathedral

= The Hague Tribunal judges and BiH Constitutional Court
judges discuss work of this institution in BiH

» HDZ sharply condemns decision of Zenica-Doboj Canton
Education Minister on deleting ‘Fra Filip Lastric’ from
school register

= SDP rejects CD Coalition invitation for discussion on
division of ministerial positions in RS Government

= BOSS holds press conference

= Association of Bihac pensioners denies Garib statement
on debts of PIO BiH

» Price of electricity must increase — Obradovic

= No support for refugee return to Kopaci near Gorazde

 Police in Brcko District start joint patrols

» Establishment of Tuzla Canton Multinational Court Police

»Zenica-Doboj Canton Assembly discusses right to
education regarding protests of Zepce and Maglaj parents

» BiH football team plays Czech Republic on Wednesday
night

= Sports
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= Weather

News Summary
Fazlagica Kula, East Herzegovina, bombed

Prior to the newscast, TV BiH received information that the
village of Fazlagica Kula in Gacko municipality, where 50
Bosniak families returned has been bombed, unfortunately this
was not the first incident. On Tuesday night, unknown
perpetrators, by launching 6 mortar shells, tried to interrupt
the recently started refugee return process to eastern
Herzegovina. Head of the Gacko Office for Refugee Return
Dzevad Memic stated that he visited the refugees who had come
under artillery attack, saying that fortunately nobody was
wounded or killed. Memic stated that on 5 September, there was
an incident of heavy ‘infantry’ shooting and disturbing of
returnees from the villages Stolac and Basici. He stated that
on Tuesday he addressed a letter to SFOR, the O0SCE, OHR and
UNHCR and requested protection for the returnees, because if
SFOR did not establish checkpoints, the assailants would
probably continue with heavy attacks.

01:32
BiH Presidency holds session

Foreign policy issues dominated the 58th BiH Presidency
session and even though it was announced, the session of the
Standing Military Committee was not held due to the non-coming
of RS representatives. The BiH Foreign Ministry submitted to
the BiH Presidency information on fulfilling of requests for
BiH entering the European Council. Chief of Ante Jelavic’s
cabinet, Martin Raguz, stated that the BiH Presidency expects
BiH to enter the EC this year. The Presidency will continue at
every session to discuss issues necessary for BiH entering the
EC, such as bringing of the election law, media reforms,
economic reforms, issues of security and human rights and
refugee return. The Presidency determined the BiH platform for
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the upcoming session of the UN General Assembly and determined
the BiH delegation will be lead by the BiH Foreign Ministers
and deputies. The Presidency adopted the decision on reduction
of military readiness by 15 % before the end of the year and
report on the BiH Central Bank's work for the first six months
and establishment of a Central Bank special reserve.

02:04

Ombudsman reacts to Izetbegovic statement on eviction of
refugees

Member of the BiH Presidency Alija Izetbegovic, in his Tuesday
statement regarding the eviction of Pale refugee Sulejman
Dugajlija, said that the eviction of a refugee that is
banished from his home and cannot return to his house was
unacceptable. Ombudsman for BiH Greta Haller reacted to this
statement saying that she is saddened by this and that she is
concerned by Izetbegovic’s appeal to not respect the law which
is harmful to the efforts of her office and protection of
human rights. Haller stated that she is afraid that this
statement could seriously influence the work of Government
officials that implement laws. The eviction of Dugajlija is an
appeal case submitted to the Ombudsmen office in January where
persons complained that it is impossible to execute the
verdict on the transfer (removal) of Dugajlija and in May, the
Ombudsman found this to be a violation of the Human Rights
Charter, She gave her recommendation to the Government and the
government fulfilled her request within the deadline. Haller
welcomes resolving the case in this manner. If somebody refers
to morality to underestimate rule of law as Izetbegovic did,
this can mean the end of morality.

02:42
Association of Judges appeal for rule of law

Regarding the Alija Izetbegovic statement, the Association of
Sarajevo Canton Judges emphasize that they entirely supports
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the work of courts on strict implementation of positive rules
and considers that this is the only way to realize rule of
law. The Association expects all bearers of state function,
courts and their colleagues to support implementation of rule
of law principal in their work and to support the creation of
an independent judiciary system.
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