OHR BiH TV News Summary, 14
October 1999

News Headlines

» SFOR performs action against illegal paramilitary
formations in west Mostar

» Highest BiH Croat officials meet at impromptu session
over situation in Mostar

» Croat Ministers walk out of BiH Federation session

=HDZ BiH Youth condemns SFOR action, which spreads
intimidation instead of bringing peace to BiH

= ALl Croat officials in BiH should take stand over SFOR
action in Mostar and lead people in right direction if
they care for interests of Croats in BiH — BiH Croat
Demo-Christians

= HSP BiH calls on Croat people in BiH to remain calm

= Association of Croat Journalists in BiH protest over
SFOR raid in TV EROTEL and mistreatment of EROTEL
journalists

= Mostar Mayor Ivan Prskalo calls on citizens not to
provoke incidents

 Demonstrators confront SFOR at several crossroads in
West Mostar

=Shots fired at power distribution company
‘Elektroprivreda’ vehicle in East Mostar two hours
before SFOR operation

» BiH Council of Ministers adopt report on its work for
January-September 1999 period

= BiH Federation Government discusses budget

» Yugoslavia withholds significant quantity of natural gas
from coming to BiH from Russia

= Srebrenica Mayor and Deputy Mayor meet for first time
after attack on Munib Hasanovic

» Jzetbegovic discusses refugee return with International
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Mediator for BiH Federation and RS Christian Schwarz-
Schilling

= Association ‘Brcko for Brcko Citizens’ demand Farrand
resignation

= Livno Mayor Stipe Borun demands prompt investigation
into mining of Bosniak house in Veliki Kablici

= World news

» OHR should insist on balancing property laws, laws on
housing relations and labour laws in BiH Federation and
RS — SDA

= Disharmony in BiH Council of Ministers causes political
destabilization in BiH — Republican Party BiH

B0SS condemns RS electric supply company
‘Elektroprivreda’ for illegally inflating customers’
bills

 OHR will take steps against BiH officials who use
positions to abuse housing fund and obstruct law in this
area — Stiglmayer

= OHR and OSCE to assist governments of BiH and entities
in preparing information law and law on slander

 ‘“Lijanovici’ Meat Industry participates in International
Food Fair in Cologne

» Coca-Cola starts building factory in Sarajevo suburb
Hadzici

= 18 Franciscans from Central Europe and BiH Franciscans
tour cities in north BiH

= International Theater Festival ‘MESS’ starts in Sarajevo
on Friday

= Sports

- Weather

News Summary

SFOR performs action against illegal paramilitary formations
in west Mostar

SFOR launched an operation against illegal paramilitary
formations in west Mostar on Thursday in order to confiscate
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anything that could be used against the Dayton Peace Accord.
According to the SFOR press release “with the goal to stop
some devious activities” fully equipped SFOR troops held west
Mostar under blockade for 6 hours. SFOR Multinational Division
Southeast spokesperson Colonel Loraine Mott said that SFOR was
looking for documents on “activities of illegal formations
that have only “formally” ceased to exist several years ago.”
Colonel Mott stressed that no one was harassed during the
operation, but SFOR was only performing its duty as guaranteed
by the Dayton Agreement.

02:10
Croat Ministers walk of BiH Federation session

The BiH Federation Government held its regular session 1in
Sarajevo on Thursday with next year’s budget as the only item
on the agenda. All Croat Ministers in the Government walked
out of the session at the beginning and departed for Mostar to
participate at an impromptu meeting of Croat officials in BiH
over the situation in west Mostar. The rest of the Government
discussed budget distribution of 950 million KM, but it seems
that all ministries were dissatisfied with the amount that was
slated for their offices. Prime Minister Edhem Bicakcic called
the absence of HDZ BiH ministers unnecessary because the SFOR
action in Mostar was announced, transparent and in the course
of regular SFOR activities.

03:20

Srebrenica Mayor and Deputy Mayor meet for first time after
attack on Munib Hasanovic

US Ambassador to BiH Thomas Miller visited Srebrenica on
Thursday and mediated in the first meeting of the Srebrenica
Mayor and Deputy Mayor following the attack on Srebrenica
Municipal Council Secretary Munib Hasanovic. Ambassador Miller
asserted that Srebrenica has a special meaning for the US
Government as a symbol of what happens if things are not done
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in time. Ambassador Miller cited establishment of a
multiethnic administration as the reason for his visit to
Srebrenica, adding that the attack on Hasanovic was part of
activities to prevent the creation of multiethnic institutions
in BiH. During the meeting, several hundred citizens gathered
in front of the Srebrenica Municipality building in religious
procession, supposedly marking the Patron Saint Day of
Srebrenica Municipality.

01:47

Association ‘Brcko for Brcko Citizens’ demand Farrand
resignation

The Tuzla branch of the “Brcko for Brcko Citizens” Association
demanded the resignation of Brcko Supervisor Robert Farrand
due to poor results in realization of two-way returns 1in
Brcko. Speaking at a press conference in Tuzla, Association
representatives explained that Farrand failed to implement
two-way returns, even within Brcko District where he has full
authorization to do so. It was also Farrand’s fault that he
did not proclaim Brcko a BiH district seven months after the
final arbitration decision. The Association appealed to the
BiH Presidency and Council of Ministers to hold one of their
next sessions in Brcko in order to “move implementation of the
arbitration decision from the point of zero.”
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