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All Serb deputies from the RS walked out of the
inaugural session of the BiH Parliamentary
Assembly’'s House of Representatives as a sign of
protest over High Representative Paddy Ashdown’s
imposition of the law on Council of Ministers by
which he ignored regular parliamentary
procedures. Before the Serb deputies walked out
of the assembly hall, the newly elected deputies
swore an oath. Asked what would happen if Ashdown
stood firm on his decision, Socialist Party of
the Serb Republic deputy Tihomir Gligoric said
that the aim of this protest was to urge the High
Representative to explain the motives behind the
imposition of the amendments and addenda to the
law on Council of Ministers, as the Serb deputies
believe that this law should have been adopted in
parliamentary procedure. “The imposition of the
law ahead of the inaugural session of the House
of Representatives casts a shadow on the
parliament and its democratic working practice,”
Gligoric said. All Serb deputies, except for Serb
Radical Party deputy Mirko Blagojevic, after
walking out of the assembly hall signed and
submitted a written protest note. (SRNA, Dnevni
Avaz, p 4, mentioned on the front page: “RS
representatives cause3d the interruption”,
Oslobodjenje, p 8, Blic p 7)

Vecernji List (front and page 3, by E.
Medunjanin, title “Due to fact that Serb
representatives left the session, the session of
BiH Parliament House of Representatives was
interrupted: Parliament has already fallen
apart”), Vjesnik (page 11, “Serb representatives
left constituting session of Parliament”),
Slobodna Dalmacija (last page, “12 RS
representatives left session”) and Dnevni List
(front and page 5, “Beginning of end of the RS”)
carry reports on the issue.

The 0ffice of the High Representative (OHR) said
on Tuesday that it was not surprised at the
decision of the Serb delegates to walk out of
today’s inaugural session of the BiH
Parliamentary House of Representatives. The OHR
said it was cynical tactics, which is more
related to the buying of time for negotiations on
the establishment of coalitions than to the new
law on the Council of Ministers. It added that
the law is the result of the agreement of
political parties, so it warned that any further
waste of time could also prevent the adoption of
the budget by mid-December this year. (ONASA,
Dnevni Avaz, p 4, Blic, p 7)

Nezavisne Novine (p.3) reports that the inaugural
session of the House of Representatives of the
BiH Parliamentary Assembly was interrupted as the
Serb delegates decided to leave the session as a
sign of dissatisfaction over the imposition of
the Law on BiH Council of Ministers. The SDS
delegate, Ljiljana Milicevic offered the
explanation for the move of Serb delegates: “Serb
delegates from RS are leaving this session as a
sign of protest over the fact that the Law on CoM
was imposed by the High Representative, Paddy
Ashdown, i.e. that this Law was not discussed
through the parliamentary procedure.” The Serb
delegates submitted a letter to the working
presidency of the House, with the explanation of
their act. The letter was signed by the following
deputies: SDS — Borislav Paravac, Momcilo
Novakovic, Nenad Misic, Milos Jovanovic, Ljiljana
Milicevic, SNSD — Milorad Zivkovic, Nikola
Spiric, Nikola Kragulj, PDP- Petar Kunic, Jelena
Zivkovic, SP RS — Tihomir Gligoric. The SRS
delegate, Mirko Blagojevic, also left the session
but did not sign the letter as he did not want to
put his signature on any document that also
contains names of SDS representatives.

The SNSD delegate, Nikola Spiric stated that the
move of Serb deputies represented their desperate
wish to protect the dignity of the state
parliament and its delegates.
Representatives of political parties from BiH
Federation, as well as two members of the BiH
Presidency, Dragan Covic and Sulejman Tihic, do
not believe that this is the appropriate way to
begin with the work in House of Representatives.
The OHR Spokesman, Kevin Sullivan, assessed the
action of Serb deputies as “cynical tactics to
buy some time for coalition building negotiations
and the imposition of the Law on CoM is not the
real problem.”

The Chairman of the SDS, Dragan Kalinic, claims
that he did not know that the Serb delegates will
leave the session: “I believe that this is not
the way in which the Parliament should function
and the first working session will be held next
week."”
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The BiH Presidency yesterday continued
consultations on the candidates for the BiH
Council of Ministers Chairman with the
representatives of HDZ, SDA and SDS. The Croatian
Democratic Union (HDZ) of BiH its acting
chairman, Barisa Colak, for the post of prime
minister designate of the Council of Ministers,
deputy chairman of the HDZ Niko Lozancic told
journalists in Sarajevo. “We expect to have a
good parliamentary majority at the BiH level,”
Lozancic said after consultations at the BiH
Presidency. He added that the HDZ did not know
about a demand of the parties from the RS for the
post of the Council of Minister’s chairman. “I do
know that the Serb side is interested in the post
of BiH’s foreign minister, which is acceptable to
the HDZ,” Lozancic said.

Deputy chairman of the Party of Democratic Action
(SDA) Adnan Terzic said in Sarajevo on Tuesday
that the SDA would stick to the proposal that
Haris Silajdzic be nominated to the post of
chairman of the Council of Ministers. After
consultations at the BiH Presidency, Terzic said
that, should Silajdzic not want to stand as a
candidate, the SDA kept the right to nominate
another candidate for the post. He confirmed that
it had not yet been decided from nation prime
minister designate would represent. According to
Terzic, there are differences between the SDA and
the Croatian Democratic Union (HDZ) of BiH when
it comes to appointments, but he pointed out that
this would not influence the power-sharing
agreement between the two parties, which was
reached recently.

According to Dnevni List, SDA does no longer
think about Haris Silajdzic as the Prime Minister
designate and that Nedzad Brankovic is a new name

that might be discussed in this context.

The chairman of the Serb Democratic Party (SDS),
Dragan Kalinic, on Tuesday said that the SDS
would like to participate in the new executive
authorities at the state level, in line with its
election result. He conveyed this view to the BiH
Presidency during today’s consultations on the
establishment of new authorities. “We want to see
competent and capable people in the Council of
Ministers, so that it can function as well as
possible,” Kalinic said. He added that it was
high time a Serb candidate was appointed foreign
minister in the Council of Ministers, but that he
did not necessarily had to be a member of the
SDS. “This is a matter of agreement between the
parties which will support the appointment of the
new Council of Ministers,” Kalinic said. He
expressed the hope that the crisis of the House
of Representatives of the BiH Parliament, which
is currently boycotted by the Serb MPs, would be
overcome next week, and that the Council of
Ministers would be appointed by the end of the
year. Kalinic rejected OHR’s statement that the
Serb MPs’ boycott was staged to buy time for
additional party consultations on parliamentary
majority.

(SRNA, FENA, BHTV 1, Dnevni Avaz, p 2,
Oslobodjenje, p 6, Dnevni List, front and page 5:
“Barisa Colak Prime Minister designate for
Council of Ministers”)

In a Bairam interview with Dnevni Avaz (front
page, p 5: “They wanted to use Bosniaks as
targets”) the Head of the BiH Islamic Community
Mustafa Ceric said that no one has the right to
hold moral lectures to Bosniaks after Srebrenica
and cure their frustrations — political or moral
— at the expense of BiH and Muslims who were
victims of hypocritical politics. He further said
that this was exactly wanted by bringing Muslims
in connection with terrorism.

The Council of Ministers on Tuesday formed a
coordinating body responsible for creating a
single economic market in BiH in the field of oil
derivatives, which should be completed by the end
of the year. According to the Council of
Ministers, this body consists of the ministers of
finance of the RS and the Federation, the BiH
treasury minister and Brcko District mayor.
According to an earlier agreement of
representatives of all levels of authority in
bIh, the prices of petrol in the District should
be harmonised with the existing prices in both
entities by the end of the year. (Blic p 6)
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coalition conference in Banja Luka on Tuesday evening that

RS President Dragan Cavic on Tuesday continued
consultations on candidate for prime minister
designate and the new government with the parties
that have parliamentary floor groups in the RS
parliament. President Cavic held separate
consultations in Banja Luka with representatives
of the Alliance of Independent Social Democrats
(SNSD), Party of Democratic Action (SDA), and the
Serb Radical Party (SRS) of the RS. SNSD
representatives proposed to RS President Dragan
Cavic to appoint Milorad Dodik as prime minister
designate. SDA deputy chairman Adil Osmanovic
said after the meeting with the RS president that
the SDA was prepared to accept prime minister
designate who would, in the future RS government,
give three ministerial posts and the position of
deputy prime minister to candidates of the SDA.
“The SDA position is quite clear: we are prepared
to support a candidate from the Party of
Democratic Progress (PDP). We would like to see
Mladen Ivanic on that position. We are also
prepared to support an SNSD candidate. We are not
prepared to support prime minister designate from
the Serb Democratic Party,” Osmanovic said. With
regard to the appointment of prime minister
designate, the SRS will primarily take into
account the interests of the people of the RS and
not personal or party interests, stated SRS
chairman Radisav Kanjeric. He did not specify
which candidate for prime minister designate
would be supported by the SRS. RS President
Dragan Cavic was today also supposed to hold
consultations with representatives of the Party
for BiH but its representatives did not show up
at the meeting.
RS President Dragan Cavic said at a news

the consultations on the candidate for prime
minister designate were completed. Although
reporters expected President Cavic to announce

the name of prime minister designate tonight,
that did not happen. President Cavic informed the
public that the consultations with the
parliamentary parties from the RS had been
completed on Tuesday, adding that he would
announce the name of prime minister designate in
the next few days. Cavic pointed out that there
was a Serb majority with the support of a part of
Bosniak parties for the composition of the new
government but revealed no more details about
that. He said he would hold another round of
consultations with three major parties from the
RS. (Dnevni Avaz, p 10, Nezavisne Novine, p 7,
Glas Srpski, p 3, Blic p 2 headline ‘SNSD offers
Dodik’, Nacional p 11 ‘SNSD proposes Dodik for
PM-designate’)
Nezavisne Novine (p 4) carries an interview with
the President of SDP BiH, Zlatko Lagumdzija, in
which he said that those Bosniaks who voted for
SDA, got Dragan Kalinic as a guest of honor and
that those Serbs who voted for SDS got SDA as the
bearer of democratic changes in this country.
Commenting on the election of the Chairman of BiH
CoM, Lagumdzija said that his party will not
support any candidate of a party that will be in
coalition with SDS, SDA and HDZ. He also said
that SDP BiH will support Mladen Ivanic only if
he joins the moderate option, represented by SDP:
“Mladen Ivanic is capable and successful man who
works on a political project that I believe in.”
Milanko Mihajlica, the RS NA delegate, stated on
Tuesday at a press conference that the SRS
delegates acted as the opposition at the RS NA
session on Monday. He also said that three (out
of four) SRS delegates voted for Dragan Kalinic,
but nobody of them voted for the deputy speaker.
“Voting for Kalinic does not imply coalition with
the SDS but only the election of the parliament
leadership and avoiding the parliamentary
crisis”, Mihaljica said. When asked about
problems in the SRS, Mihajlica said that there
are some misunderstandings, but that every
misunderstanding will be resolved within the
party. However, a day earlier, on Monday, the
other fraction of the SRS headed by Ognjen Tadic,
secretary general of the SRS, and Milan Lazic,
the RS NA delegate, held a press conference, at
which they indicated that there was “a split”
among the Radicals by saying that the three
delegates had violated the agreement — they had
voted together with the parliamentary majority
instead of acting as opposition. (Vecernje
Novosti p 13 headline ‘One party two wings’)
Members of several Associations of Women of
Srebrenica are embittered with the way of voting
of SDA at the inaugural session of the RS
National Assembly and the SDA’s support to SDS
leader, Dragan Kalinic. Zineta Mujic, the
Chairwoman of the Association of Mothers of
Srebrenica and Podrinje said that by voting like
this, SDA in fact awarded aggression and genocide
over Bosniak population in Podrinje. Srebrenica
women ask whether some new war is ahead of us and
are we going back to 1992.
The defence lawyer of the three detained managers
of Orao Aviation Institute from Bijeljina, Milos
Peric, said that he had learnt about the
extension of the investigation against his
defendants from the media and he was not informed
about it. “I have no information about the
extension of the investigation against Orao’s
director general Milan Prica, his deputy
Teodosije Kecman and the head of the marketing
department, Gordan Santrac, nor about an
investigation against new persons in this case,
Peric said. Peric added that he would submit a
request to the judicial bodies for release of
Prica, Kecman and Santrac, as the hearing of
witnesses showed that there was no reason for
their detention. (Blic p 6)




