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LAW ON EDUCATION IN PRIMARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS OF THE BRCKO DISTRICT OF BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA
I – GENERAL PROVISIONS

Article 1 

This Law shall govern the goals, organization and activities of the institutions of primary and secondary education of the Brcko District of Bosnia and Herzegovina (hereinafter: “the District”), regulate their establishment, work, management, financing, expert supervision thereof, and other issues related to their functioning. 

Article 2

(1) Primary and secondary education, as an activity of special social interest for the District, shall be uniform, and the institutions established by the District, providing such education, shall reflect the multiethnic composition of the District and its multiethnicity in the program and contents of its work.

(2) The main goal of primary and secondary education is the acquisition of general and professional knowledge and ability for further education or work, based on achievements in science, technology, culture and arts, gaining social behavior, fostering moral and aesthetic values, developing physical and mental skills of pupils, awareness of humanist values, personal and social responsibility and fostering health care and environmental protection.

Article 3

Needs and tasks of the District in the field of the primary and secondary education are: 

(1) organization of the system of general and professional education on the territory of the District based upon the achievements of modern science, technology and social development for the purpose of acquiring knowledge and skills for work and further education;

(2) founding of institutions for primary and secondary education, enhancing their activity, providing working conditions in compliance with modern standards and norms, realization and improvement of the curriculum;

(3) improving educational activities, considering the abilities and potential of pupils, 

(4) publication of textbooks, manuals, magazines and other school materials.

Article 4 

(1) Primary and secondary schools have the status of a legal person which they acquire by registration in the court register. 

(2) Political activities of any kind are prohibited in primary and secondary schools.

(3) Discrimination or favoritism based on national, religious, sex, political, social or any other ground is prohibited.

(4) Posting of any national, religious or other symbols is prohibited in any school founded in whole or in part by the District, except symbols determined by the District Statute. 

(5) 
Article 5 

(1) Activities of primary education include upbringing and education of pupils with normal mental and physical development, and pupils with disabilities in mental and/or physical development, fundamental music appreciation, supplementary education of gifted pupils, and basic education of adults. 

(2) Primary education is performed in primary schools that may be: regular, parallel and schools for education of children with disabilities.

(3) Primary education of children with disabilities, as well as supplementary education of specially gifted children, may also be organized in separate classes established for that purpose in primary schools of the District, with special curricula specifically adapted for them.

(4) The curriculum shall be based on the principles of contemporary science and practice, democratic multiethnic society and experiences of the highly developed and modern educational systems in the world.

Article 6
(1) Eight years of primary education are compulsory for everyone in the District from six to fifteen years of age.
(2) Subject to compulsory schooling is a child who has reached the age of 6 on the April 1 of the current year.

Article 7

(1) Secondary education shall be acquired in secondary schools and available to pupils in the District who have completed primary education. A secondary school in the District may be established as:

1. High school - which beside the general curriculum offers special programs in special fields, and lasts for four years;

2. Secondary technical and similar schools - offering secondary vocational education and education for further schooling pursuant to appropriate general curriculum and professional program for attaining the IV vocational level of corresponding profession, and which lasts for four years;

3. Vocational secondary school - offering together with general education a III and IV level vocational program for corresponding professions, lasting for three and four years. Specialized programs of professional education for work in duration of one or two years (education of I and II level), or education through courses, and specialized education may be acquired within the same school.

4. Theological secondary schools - offering both general education and the special program for education of clergymen.  

5. Polytechnic secondary schools - offering a general curriculum and curriculum of secondary technical and similar schools and vocational secondary school. 

6. Schools of arts - in which both secondary education for work and further schooling are acquired through four years of education, such as schools of music, dance, art and others.  

7. Secondary school for pupils with disabilities - in which the expert, specially adapted program for special education of pupils with disabilities is applied. 

(2) Secondary education of pupils with disabilities as well as education of specially gifted pupils may also be performed in special classes of the District secondary schools formed for that purpose, with a specially adapted curriculum for each of those categories.

Article 8

Programs of supplementary education and advanced professional education may be realized in secondary schools along with the realization of general educational program and relevant professional training.  

Article 9

The Bosnian, Croatian and Serbian languages, and the Latin and Cyrillic alphabets shall be used in equal terms in realization of curricula and facultative activities in primary and secondary schools in the District.

Article 10

(1) Primary and secondary education within the District schools shall be harmonized with the standards and principles of the educational system in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

(2) Education for all pupils must be provided under the same conditions. 

Article 11

Foreign citizens and persons without citizenship shall have the right to acquire primary and secondary education within the District under the provisions of this Law, in accordance with the international conventions, international agreements and agreements concluded by Bosnia and Herzegovina, as well as contracts and agreements concluded by the Assembly of the Brcko District of Bosnia and Herzegovina (hereinafter: the Assembly). 

Article 12

The Assembly shall pass an education plan, which shall particularly determine:

1. the development of primary and secondary education;

2. the scope and type of education;

3. the network, or territorial disposition of primary and secondary schools within the territory of the District.

II - ESTABLISHMENT, ACTIVITIES AND CESSATION OF WORK OF SCHOOLS

Article 13

(1) Primary and secondary schools shall be established in accordance with the education plan and this Law. 

(2) The decision on the network of primary and secondary schools shall determine the following:


- seat of schools;

            - status of schools

- names of schools;

- school enrollment area (for primary schools).

Article 14

(1) Primary and secondary school may be founded by local and foreign physical and legal persons, in accordance with this Law. 

(2) Primary and secondary schools founded by the District shall have the status of public institutions and shall be financed from the District budget. 

(3) Secondary theological schools shall be founded by the appropriate body of the religious community. 

Article 15

(1) The founder of the school shall provide funds necessary for establishment and work of the school in accordance with the educational standards and norms for primary and secondary education.

(2) The educational standards and norms from Paragraph 1 of this Article shall be passed by the Mayor.
Article 16

Prior to passing of the act on founding of a school, the founder shall make a study on socioeconomic justifiability of the establishment of the school, and submit it to the Department of Education of the District Government (hereinafter: the Department) for approval.

Article 17

The act on founding of school shall contain:

1. title or name of the founder;

2. name and seat of the school being founded;

3. the type of school;

4. proof of funds provided for establishment and work of the school;

5. terms and method of ensuring accommodation, equipment, and teaching instruments;

6. type and duration of education;

7. rights and obligations of the founder regarding activities for which the school is founded;

8. name and competencies of the school principal;

9. deadline for passing the school rules;

10. other rights and obligations of the school founders.

Article 18

(1) The requirements for founding of a primary school are:

1. sufficient number of pupils, as prescribed by educational standards and norms;

2. sufficient funds, premises, equipment and professional teaching staff for the work of the school.

(2) When founding a secondary school as a public institution, in addition to conditions from Paragraph 1 of this Article, the following conditions are essential: 

1. that the need exists for specific professions to be educated  in that school, and

2. that those needs cannot be satisfied through existing schools in the District.

(3) Specific terms for founding primary and secondary schools shall be determined according to educational standards and norms, including the number of pupils in classes, which cannot be more than thirty (30), and for pupils with disabilities in development not more that 20 (twenty), as well as professional titles and professions. 

(4) The decision on meeting the requirements from this Article shall be passed by the Department. 

Article 19

Private schools may be established irrespective of the number of attending pupils and the need for particular trades in the District, if the founder provides funds for work and fulfills the prescribed conditions in terms of space, equipment and staff, as well as other conditions and criteria determined by educational standards and norms. 

Article 20

(1) A school may start working after the Department issues a decision on fulfillment of conditions set out in this Law, after the registration in the court register as well as in the school register kept by the Department.

(2) A school shall cease work and shall be deleted from the register when it fails to meet the conditions set forth by this Law.

(3) A newly founded school shall start working at the beginning of a new school year.

Article 21

(1) The Department is obliged to forward the information on the number, type and territorial disposition of schools to the competent bodies of Bosnia and Herzegovina, for their recording within Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

(2) The list of registered schools shall be published in the “Official Gazette of the Brcko District of Bosnia and Herzegovina” (hereinafter: the “Official Gazette”).

Article 22

The work of schools shall be public and transparent. 

Article 23

(1) A school shall have a seal of circular shape with the text written in Cyrillic and Latin alphabets: "Brcko District of Bosnia and Herzegovina" and the full name of the school.

(2) The order of alphabets from Paragraph 1 of this Article shall be determined by the Department, taking into consideration the national composition of pupils and teachers, the national composition of the region from which the pupils are enrolling, that is for which the school has been established and other circumstances relevant the determination. 
Article 24

(1) If the school fails to perform the activity in the prescribed manner, the Department shall determine the deadline of up to six (6) months for elimination of irregularities and deficiencies. 

(2) If the deficiencies are not eliminated, the Department shall propose to the founder to pass the act on termination of the work of the school. 

(3) If the founder of the school fails to pass the act on termination of the school activities within three (3) months from the day of passing the proposal referred to in Paragraph 2 of this Article, the Department shall pass the decision on termination of the work of school and execute the procedure for deleting the school from the register of schools. The founder may file an appeal against the decision of the Department to the Assembly.

(4) If the school is founded by the District, and the Assembly fails to state the opinion on the proposal referred to in Paragraph 2 of this Article within three (3) months, the Department shall pass the act on termination of the work of school, which is provisional and shall be valid until the final ruling of the Assembly.

(5) The act on termination or suspension of the work of school shall determine the date for termination or suspension of the work of school, which may not occur before the end of the current school year. 

(6) In the case of termination or suspension of the work of school, the founder shall be obliged to provide continuation and completion of the commenced education for the pupils in the same or other appropriate school. 

(7) The act on termination or suspension of the work of school shall be published in the “Official Gazette”.

III - SCHOOLING

1. Joint Provisions

Article 25

(1) The educational work in primary and secondary schools shall be realized by application of the curriculum which shall particularly determine:

1. goals and tasks, contents, forms and procedures of educational activities;

2. school subjects, duration and basic forms of realization of the curriculum;

3. annual and weekly number of school hours, number of school hours for each school subject and their scheduling by classes;

4. personnel and other considerations for realization of the curriculum. 

(2) The curriculum for a particular type of school shall be determined in relation to the type of education and profile for which the pupils are being educated.

Article 26

(1) The curriculum shall be realized during a school year lasting from September 1 of the current year to August 31 of the following calendar year.

(2) The classes shall be realized in two terms in total of 37 working weeks. Teaching objectives shall be planned and realized within 35 teaching weeks. 

(3) Classes in the final grade of the primary school shall last for a total of 36 working weeks. In the final grade of the secondary school classes shall last for 32 working weeks, while teaching objectives shall be realized within 34 teaching weeks for primary schools and within 30 teaching weeks for secondary schools.  

(4) The difference between the number of working weeks and teaching weeks shall be used for realization of special programs, celebration of holidays, cultural and sport activities of the school, and other activities as determined by annual school program, as well as for compensation of lost classes if necessary.

Article 27

(1) Classes in the first term shall start on the first Monday in September.

(2) Pupils shall be entitled to winter, spring and summer holiday. The winter holiday for pupils shall last three weeks starting at the end of the first term, the spring holiday shall last one week during the second term which shall be designated by the Mayor at the proposal of the Department, and the summer holiday shall last from the end of the second term until the commencement of the following school year.

(3) Exceptionally, a part of the winter holiday may be used during the first or second term by the decision of the Head of Department. The winter holiday may be extended to last for four weeks, if so required by extraordinary circumstances (long periods of bad weather, lack of heating etc.)

(4) In the case referred to in the previous Paragraph, teaching working days shall be made up in the second term for the number of days spent on extended winter holiday.   

Article 28

(1) Educational activities may not be suspended during the school year, except in extraordinary cases (disasters, epidemics, contagious diseases and other special reasons).

(2) The Mayor shall decide on the suspension of educational activities. The lost working days shall be made up within the school year. 

Article 29

(1) The work of the school during the school year shall be determined by the annual program of work, which shall be prepared not later than September 30 of the current year.

(2) The annual program of work shall determine the teaching obligations, particularly:

1. scope, types and schedule of the direct teaching work;

2. other types of educational work;

3. other duties (activities on professional orientation of pupils, schedule and content of facultative activities and other activities in the school).

(3) The school is obliged to submit the annual program of activities to the Department, along with attached registry list on distribution of subjects and classes to teachers, and other school employees.

(4) Attachments and data from Paragraph 3 of this Article shall be submitted by schools on uniform forms whose appearance and content shall be prescribed by the Department.

Article 30

(1) Classes in school shall be held during five working days in a week. If a school works in more than two shifts, or in case of compensating classes pursuant to Article 28 of this Law, the classes may be held during six days in a week. 

(2) A teaching hour shall last 45 minutes and for pupils with disabilities 40 minutes.

(3) Practical training in enterprises and other institutions shall last 60 minutes and shall be conducted in enterprises and institutions with which the Department has entered into contract for conduct of practical training.

(4) The number of classes during the working week shall be determined by the curriculum as follows:

1. Primary schools  

· from I to IV grade - up to 4 teaching hours daily; 

· from V to VIII grade - up to 6 teaching hours daily; 

2. Secondary schools - not more than 7 regular teaching hours a day.

Article 31

The school shall be obliged to realize all planned curricula and planned number of teaching hours within the school year. If it is determined that the school failed to meet such obligation, it shall extend the school year until the planned annual number of teaching hours is realized.   

Article 32

(1) Contingent on the profile they are being educated for, the curriculum for all primary and any type of secondary school determines the relation between: 

· General education

· Professional-theoretical, and 

· Practical part. 

(2) The curriculum for talented pupils shall be passed as a separate plan for the primary and secondary school.

(3) The curriculum for pupils with disabilities shall be passed separately for any kind and degree of disability. 

Article 33

(1) The Department shall pass the curriculum, upon the proposal of the Pedagogic Council appointed by the Assembly. 

(2) The Department shall pass the curricula for pupils of theological schools, upon the proposal of the appropriate authority of the religious community.   

(3) The Department shall pass the curricula for private schools, upon the proposal of the founder, guided by the set principles and standards on which the curricula applied in schools founded fully or in part by the District are based, and by the specific characteristics of the type of school and profiles being educated in that school. 
(4) The Department shall inform the Government and the Assembly on the basic segments and characteristics of the curricula.

Article 34

(1) Apart from regular teaching hours, primary and secondary schools shall organize facultative activities for pupils, for the purpose of developing and broadening their creative abilities and acquiring positive habits and skills.
(2) Tasks and contents of facultative activities shall be determined by the curriculum, annual plan of work in schools and in accordance with educational standards.

(3) Facultative activities of pupils shall be realized through special groups, societies, clubs, and pupils’ associations and in other ways, based on free choice of pupils.

(4) Trips, visits, excursions, camping, outdoor classes, community work and similar forms of educational work foreseen by the curriculum, shall be organized and realized on working days, in accordance with the prescribed principles.

Article 35

The Department may declare one or several schools as experimental aiming to introduce new types and contents of work, and innovations in teaching methods, upon the proposal of international and local expert institutions.

Article 36

(1) The Department, upon the proposal of the Pedagogic Council, shall approve school books and teaching instruments which are used in the teaching process, in compliance with international standards and criteria, eliminating from the teaching material all that slows and hinders the process of establishment and development a multiethnic society in the District. 

(2) Due to the lack of new books, the books that are taken over, adapted or translated may be used if they are harmonized with the curriculum and approved by the authorities referred to in Article 33 of this Law.

Article 37

(1) The school shall have rules which shall be published in the “Official Gazette”, enacted by the school managing body, upon the proposal of the School Teachers' Council and the principal.

(2) The School rules shall more specifically determine the following: 

· manner of accomplishing the public nature of school activities;

· cooperation and manner of achieving the cooperation with pupils’ parents;

· method of passing the regulations on house rules;

· facultative activities of pupils;    

· content and type of social, cultural and sport activities of the school;

· method of accomplishing the pupils’ progress;

· method for the work of pupils' sections; 

· method of relevant training for the teachers and

· other issues of importance for the work of the school.

IV PUPILS

1. Enrollment of Pupils

Article 38

(1) Enrollment of pupils into primary school shall be performed on the basis of list of children subject to enrollment that shall be submitted to a school by the registry office according to excerpts from the register of births.

(2) Enrollment shall be performed during April based on the findings of the Commission for Assessment of Abilities.

(3) The Commission from the previous Paragraph shall be appointed by the Head of Department and shall consist of a school pedagogue - psychologist, a schoolteacher and a physician. Head of the Department shall also appoint the Commission for Assessment of Abilities and categorizing children with disabilities in development.
(4) Healthy children who at the time of enrollment are six years of age shall be enrolled into the first grade, while the children with disabilities in physical and mental development and traumatized children shall be referred to the Commission from Article 39, Paragraph 1 of this Law.

(5) A child older than seven years of age who had not been admitted to school due to an illness or for other reasons may also be enrolled into the first grade. 

Article 39

(1) Enrollment into special classes for pupils with disabilities shall be based on findings and opinion of the Commission for Assessment of Abilities and Classification of Children with Disabilities, and on the decisions on categorization of a child passed by the competent social welfare service.

(2) A proposal to reassess the type and degree of a disability may be submitted by a parent, school, social-welfare authority or a medical institution.

(3) The type and degree of disability of a pupil, appropriate rehabilitation and professional orientation shall be stated in the decision assessment of the type and degree of disability of a pupil. 

(4) The enrollment shall be performed during May.

Article 40

When changes occur in the course of attending school that call for the transfer of a pupil from a class for pupils with disabilities into a regular class or vice versa, a school shall direct the pupil to the Commission from Article 39, Paragraph 1 of this Law to obtain their findings and opinion.

Article 41

Enrollment of adult pupils into a primary school shall be performed at the latest ten (10) days prior to the beginning of a school year.

Article 42

(1) A school issues a report booklet to a pupil at the beginning of education, establishing the status of a pupil.

(2) The form and contents of the report booklet shall be prescribed by the Mayor. 

Article 43

After mandatory enrollment of children into the first grade, a primary school shall submit a report on enrolled pupils to the Department until June 30 of the current year. The report on enrollment of adult pupils shall be submitted at the latest ten (10) days after the beginning of the school year.

Article 44

Parents or guardians of pupils shall be responsible for their enrollment in primary school, regular attendance and carrying out of school duties.

Article 45

(1) The obligation on attending primary school shall cease for a pupil who has reached fifteen years of age with the expiration of that school year.

(2) Upon a principal’s decision, a school may enable a pupil who is fifteen and has not acquired primary education to extend schooling up to the age of seventeen if so requested by the pupil or his parent.

(3) A pupil with impeded development may acquire elementary education even after the age of nineteen.

Article 46

(1) A person who has completed primary school may enroll into a secondary school.

(2) The enrollment of pupils into a secondary school shall be performed on the basis of a competition announced through media, at least two (2) months prior to the beginning of a school year.

(3) The manner of enrollment into a secondary school shall be determined by rules of a secondary school in accordance with the criteria set out in such rules.

Article 47

(1) Pupils educated in the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina and Republika Srpska (hereinafter: the Entities), as well as those who completed primary education abroad, shall be enrolled in secondary schools under equal general terms as the pupils who have completed their primary education in the District.

(2) In the course of enrollment of the pupils who have completed primary school abroad, a secondary school shall determine the obligation of passing an additional exam in certain subjects that the pupils have not studied previously or have studied them to a considerably lesser extent.

(3) In disputed cases, the Department shall decide on the manner of enrollment and continuation of education.

Article 48

(1) Citizens of Bosnia and Herzegovina as well as persons without citizenship who have completed primary school abroad may enroll into the secondary school in the District if they have previously validated the school diploma and certificates but not later than 30 days after the enrollment.

(2) Foreign citizens and persons without citizenship shall pay the costs of education, unless otherwise stipulated by international treaties, agreements or other acts.

Article 49

(1) A secondary school pupil may simultaneously enroll and take exams from subjects of another curriculum in the same or other secondary school as a part-time pupil and, consequently, acquire another kind of education.

(2) As an exception, pupils regularly attending one school may also attend a school of arts as regular pupils.

(3) The rules of school shall prescribe more precise terms and conditions of acquiring education in the sense of Paragraph 1 of this Article.

Article 50

(1) A secondary school shall propose to the Department the number of pupils for enrollment for the following school year by December 31 of the current year.

(2) The decision on the number of pupils to be enrolled in schools founded by the District shall be passed by the Mayor by March 31 of the current year.

Article 51

(1) Enrollment into the first grade of secondary schools shall be based on the competition in June and August term. The Department shall publish the notice for all schools founded by the District.

(2) A school enrolls pupils for the purpose of acquiring professional competence, retraining, additional education and specialization with the consent of the Department.

Article 52

(1) Candidates for enrollment into a high school, technical and a four-year vocational school, as well as the candidates for enrollment into a school of arts, shall take an entrance exam.

(2) Candidates who pass the entrance exam shall qualify for the place on the ranking list for enrollment.

(3) The final ranking list of candidates shall be established on the basis of success on the entrance exam and the average grade in primary school, in accordance with the school rules.

Article 53

If a pupil studied two foreign languages in primary school, he is entitled, at enrollment into the first grade of secondary school, to choose which of the languages he shall study, unless the curriculum stipulates mandatory study of two languages.

Article 54

(1) A regular pupil of the first grade of a secondary school may not be older than 17 years of age, in case of first enrollment, except for pupils with disabilities.
(2) The curriculum of schools for pupils with disabilities may establish another age limit for enrollment.

Article 55

(1) A pupil changing the school in order to complete the commenced education of the same duration, shall pass additional exams in subjects that have not been included in the curriculum that the pupil had followed in the school he had attended, within the deadline determined by school acts.

(2) Under conditions stipulated in Paragraph 1 of this Article, a pupil who had previously attended a school abroad may transfer to a primary or secondary school in the District, and such pupil shall be required to validate certificates of the previous grades of the school he had attended.

(3) Primary school pupils transferring to a District primary school from any part of Bosnia and Herzegovina shall not be subject to the requirement from Paragraph 1 of this Article.

(4) A pupil enrolled into a school for the purpose of retraining shall take exams from those professional subjects as determined by the School Teachers' Council.

(5) A pupil enrolled into a school in order to obtain additional qualification shall take additional exams in the subjects with predominantly different contents, from the subjects that have been included by the curriculum of the previous school, and the exams of the final grade as decided by the School Teachers' Council.

Article 56

(1) The status of primary and secondary school pupil shall cease through:

· leaving the school;

· losing the right to further regular education in that school;

· expelling from the school;

· graver damage to the school reputation;

· completing the education in that school.

(2) The procedure and conditions for expelling a pupil from school shall be regulated by the school rules.

Article 57

(1) A regular pupil of a secondary school who has difficulties in learning or who fails to complete a grade may be redirected to education with a simpler curriculum.

Article 58

(1) A pupil may withdraw from primary school:

- when he has to terminate schooling for objective reasons,

- when transferring to another school.

(2) In addition to the reasons from Paragraph 1 of this Article, a secondary school pupil may, with approval of parents, withdraw for other reasons or at his own wish.

(3) A school shall issue a certificate to the pupils who withdrew from the school on the results they have achieved in the last classification period.

Article 59

A school may grant leave of absence from classes to pupils who have been pronounced top athletes or talented pupils participating in international competitions so that they can prepare and participate in the competitions, in accordance with school regulations. Missed classes must be made up by the pupil within the school year.

2. Marking Pupils

Article 60

(1) A pupil shall be marked in all subjects and behavior.

(2) A mark shall be public and shall be explained to the pupil.

(3) Marking in the school shall be descriptive and numerical.

(4) Numerical marks given for subjects or educational units shall be: excellent (5), very good (4), good (3), sufficient (2) and insufficient (1).

(5) The insufficient mark (1) shall not be a passing mark.

Article 61

(1) General result of pupils shall be determined on the basis of final marks in the middle
 and at the end of each term, and for the pupils who are to take exam at the end of the school year to correct the final insufficient grade in a subject, after they have taken the exam.

(2) The general result for pupils, whose classes are not organized in terms, shall be determined at the end of the education cycle.

(3) The School Teachers' Council shall evaluate the work and results of the work of classes, grades and school, Class Teachers' Council and teachers after each classification period.

Article 62

(1) A Class Teachers' Council shall determine the final mark in individual subjects upon the proposal of the subject teacher.

(2) A pupil, his parent or guardian shall have the right to object to the final mark. An objection shall be submitted to the School Teachers’ Council within three (3) days from the day of announcing the mark. Exemption of the subject teacher may be requested by the objection.

(3) The School Teachers’ Council shall pass the decision on the objection within three (3) days.

(4) If the School Teachers’ Council accepts the objection, it shall form a commission that shall test the knowledge of a pupil within two (2) days. The mark established by the commission shall be final.

(5) If the School Teacher’s Council rejects the objection, the party submitting the objection shall be entitled to submit a complaint to the Department which shall pass a final ruling within seven (7) days.

Article 63

(1) General result of a pupil shall be established on the basis of the average of the passing marks in all subjects.

(2) A pupil has completed a grade as:

· excellent, if he achieved an average mark at least 4,50;

· very good, if he achieved an average mark 3,50 to 4,49;

       -     good, if he achieved an average mark 2,50 to 3,49;

· sufficient, if he achieved an average mark 2,00 to 2,49;

(3) The Class Teachers' Council or the School Teachers' Council shall rank the achieved success of the pupils at class, grade and school level. The average mark shall be expressed in two or three decimals.

(4) Based on the achieved result from the previous Article, the school valedictorian shall be proclaimed. The procedure of proclaiming shall be determined by separate regulations.

Article 64

(1) A pupil having three or more insufficient marks at the end of the second term shall be sent to repeat the grade.

(2) In the course of regular education, the pupil of the secondary school is entitled to repeat a grade only once. 

(3) A pupil who has one or two insufficient marks at the end of the second term or schooling shall be sent to take an exam to correct that mark in the August term for correction of insufficient grades. Graduating pupils shall be given the possibility to take the correctional exam in the June term as well.

(4) The pupil who fails the correctional exam shall repeat the grade.

(5) Exceptionally, the School Teachers’ Council mat allow a pupil who should be passing into the final grade in his education who failed to pass the exam in one or both subjects, conditional enrollment into that final grade, provided that, by September of the current year, he passes the exam in the subjects he was sent to pass the correctional exam. In case he fails to pass the exam, the pupil shall be sent to repeat the grade.

Article 65

A pupil shall be considered to have passed the grade or education when he has fulfilled all obligations determined by the curriculum and if he has no insufficient marks.

Article 66

(1) The behavior of pupils shall also be marked in school. Behavior marks are:

· exemplary

· very good

· good

· satisfactory and 

· bad

(2) The Class Teachers' Council shall mark on behavior, except for the mark “bad” which is to be determined by the School Teachers' Council. The mark “bad” must be elaborated in writing, and the pupil, his parent or guardian, may file a complaint thereon to the Department.

Article 67

A pupil who demonstrates exceptional skills in the course of schooling and is an excellent pupil, may progress faster, that is, complete two grades during one school year.

Article 68

(1) A school shall issue a certificate on the completed grade or education.

(2) A pupil who successfully passes the graduation exam or the secondary school final exam shall be issued a diploma on completion of the secondary school. 

(3) At the request of a pupil, his parent or guardian, a school shall issue a duplicate certificate or diploma, based on the data from the school registry book.

Article 69

(1) Apart from the correctional exam from Article 64 of this Law, a pupil may take a supplementary exam, a subject exam and the graduation, or final exam.

(2) A supplementary exam may be taken in particular subjects or educational units in cases when a pupil changes school and after conducting of the validation process. The School Teachers' Council of a school shall determine the scope of additional exam.

(3) A subject exam shall be taken by regular pupils who have been left without a mark at the end of the school year or schooling due to justified reasons and in accordance with the pertaining curriculum. Subject exams shall also be organized in case the pupil justifiably failed to attend more than one third of the classes planned in the second semester.

(4) The graduation exam shall be taken by regular and part-time students of secondary schools upon completing secondary school education.

(5) In the case of determined irregularities, the School Teachers' Council shall annul the exam.

(6) More precise regulations on organization, manner, time and conditions of taking the exam in school shall be passed by the Mayor.

Article 70

Commendations, awards and a special diploma whose form shall be prescribed by the school rules may be awarded to pupils who achieve exceptional results.

3. Pupils’ Rights, Obligations And Responsibilities

Article 71

A pupil has the right and obligation to attend classes and fulfill school duties on a regular basis and to conduct himself in accordance with school regulations and this Law.

Article 72

(1) Correctional-disciplinary measures may be pronounced to a pupil who does not attend classes regularly, is negligent towards work, studying, other school work, has an improper attitude towards other pupils and teachers and school property, if it is assumed that such measures shall accomplish the purpose of education. 

(2) The following correctional-disciplinary measures may be pronounced to a pupil for violations from Paragraph 1 of this Article:

· home room teacher’s reprimand; 

· reprimand of the Class Teachers' Council; 

· principal’s reprimand;

· reprimand of the School Teachers' Council;

· transfer to another class;

· expelling from school.

(3) Reprimand of the School Teachers' Council, transfer from one to another class and expelling from school shall be pronounced by the School Teachers' Council and decision thereupon issued.

(4) A pupil or his parent or guardian may lodge a complaint to the School Board against the following correctional-disciplinary measures pronounced: reprimand of the School Teachers' Council, transfer from one to another class and expelling from school.

Article 73

(1) The pronounced educational-disciplinary measure shall entail a lower mark on pupil’s behavior.

(2) Educational-disciplinary measure shall be valid for the school year for which it has been pronounced, and may be mitigated or revoked during the school year.

Article 74

(1) Detailed provisions on infringements of discipline, procedure for establishing pupil’s responsibility, duration of the pronounced educational-disciplinary measure, its mitigation or revocation and damage compensation shall be stipulated by a separate regulation issued by the Mayor and by school rules. 

(2) Serious violations of a pupil’s duty and infringements of discipline are:

· alteration of data in school certificate, diploma and other public document issued by a school,

· adding data into school records,

· violation of house rules and generally accepted standards of behavior,

· political organizing and acting at school,

· theft of any kind,

· failing to comply with rules on safety at work,

· inducing, providing and aiding in use of alcohol and  narcotic substances,

· instigating and participating in a fight at school, practical training or in public places, 

· possession of weapons, 

· unjustified absence from classes and other forms of educational activities of more than 35 teaching hours during one school year, and failure to comply with rules related to work of a school. 

· behavior offensive to national, religious, and other feelings of pupils, teachers or other residents of the District.

4. Protection Of Pupils’ Rights

Article 75

(1) The participant in a school enrollment competition for first grade of a secondary school, his parent or guardian, who considers that the competition has not been conducted in the prescribed manner and that the rights of the pupil have therefore been violated, has a right to lodge a complaint to the principal within forty eight (48) hours from the announcement of a decision on pupils enrollment.

(2) The principal shall decide on the complaint within three (3) days from its submission.

Article 76

(1) A pupil, his parent or guardian who is not satisfied with a mark at the examination, has a right to lodge a complaint to the principal within 48 hours from the announcement of the results.

(2) If an irregularity has been established, the principal shall annul the examination and give the pupil an opportunity to take an examination before a commission established by the principal within three (3) days from determining the irregularity. 

Article 77

(1) The commission shall consist of three (3) members, one of whom shall be the teacher of the subject for which the examination is taken. 

(2) The teacher on whose proposal the disputed mark has been established cannot be a member of the commission.

(3) A mark given by the commission shall be final.

Article 78

(1) A pupil or his parent or guardian has a right to lodge a complaint to the School Board against the decision to expel the pupil from school, within 48 hours from delivery of the decision.

(2) A complaint against the decision on expelling from school shall stay its execution until the second instance decision is passed.

(3) The School Board shall issue a second instance decision within fifteen (15) days from the day of lodging a complaint.

Article 79

(1) A pupil, his parent or guardian who considers that his rights as determined by this Law have been violated through issuing or failing to issue a decision, has a right to lodge a complaint to the Head of Department within eight (8) days from the day he became aware of the violation of his rights.

(2) If the Head of Department finds a complaint referred to in Paragraph 1 of this Article as grounded, he shall notify the school and set a deadline for eliminating violations of the law.

(3) If the school fails to comply with the notification referred to in Paragraph 2 of this Article, the Head of Department shall decide on the request.

Article 80
(1) A regular pupil who has withdrawn from school may enroll in another school within seven (7) days from delivery of the certificate on withdrawal from school.

(2) A pupil referred to in Paragraph 1 of this Article who does not enroll within the prescribed deadline has the right to enroll again next year in the same grade.

V -TEACHERS, EXPERT- ASSOCIATES AND ASSOCIATES IN TEACHING

Article 81

(1) A teacher, expert-associate and associate in teaching (hereinafter: “teacher or associate“) shall be employed by the school on the basis of a competition, in accordance with this Law.

(2) Teachers having an appropriate university or college degree shall conduct classes in primary schools.

(3) Vocational-theoretical and practical classes in secondary schools, stipulated by the curriculum and the school program, shall be conducted by teachers graduated from appropriate university schools educating teachers of VII degree of university qualifications. Vocational-theoretical and practical classes at secondary schools may be also conducted by teachers graduated from an appropriate university school of VII degree – university education level and additional psychological – pedagogic and methodical qualifications acquired at teacher’s college. Exceptionally, practical training may be conducted by a person with completed V degree of qualifications at minimum, a person with advanced training after the secondary education, with at least five (5) years of appropriate experience in the profession.

(4) Pedagogic, psychological, special education, andragogic, socio-preventive, programming, librarian and other expert activities within the educational work at schools shall be performed by expert associates with adequate education level, determined by the curricula for the particular profession. 

Article 82

(1) Qualifications of teachers and associates for teaching grade school and primary and secondary school subjects shall be established by the school curricula.

(2) Teaching of specialties and subjects for which there is a lack of qualified staff may be entrusted to external associates. 

(3) The Head of Department shall decide on disputes whether a person has appropriate qualifications.

Article 83

(1) A person with appropriate university degree may be an associate. 

(2) The school may appoint the following as associates under direct supervision of a teacher: laboratory technicians, librarians, associates in teaching, and other persons who have completed secondary education of an appropriate specialization

Article 84

(1) Prior to the commencement of classes all school employees must undergo a medical examination for that school year. The costs of medical examination shall be borne by the health insurance fund or school.

(2) Anyone suffering from contagious, mental or social disease (alcoholism, drug addiction, sociopathic behavior) may not work in the school.

Article 85

School rules shall stipulate the schedule of working hours and daily breaks for teachers, and associates within 40-hours working week, in accordance with the educational standards and norms.

Article 86

(1) Within a 40-hours working week, teachers in primary and secondary schools may have at most 25 teaching hours of direct educational work that is realized in school, practical training teachers shall have at the most 28 teaching hours and expert-associate shall have 30 hours at the most, however with bringing the hour quote into accord with educational standards and norms.

(2) In cases of compensating for lost class-time, or due to lack of teachers in a particular field or under conditions stipulated by school regulations a teacher may have more than 25, but at most 35 teaching hours of direct educational work with pupils per week. 

Article 87

(1) Teachers and associates are entitled to annual leave during summer vacation.

(2) Annual leave of teachers and associates shall be stipulated by school regulations.

(3) In case of justified reasons, unused annual leave may be used in the following year.

Article 88

(1) Teachers and associates are obliged to remain current in their field and shall be required to attend all advanced training provided by the District. 

(2) The Mayor shall prescribe programs of advanced training. 

Article 89

(1) A teacher, or associate, taking up employment at school for the first time, is obligated, after expiration of the first year of work in school, to pass the proficiency exam for independent educational work at school.

(2) The proficiency exam shall be taken before a professional panel appointed by the Mayor. 

(3) Program of the proficiency exam, composition of the panel, method of taking the exam and all other issues related to the proficiency exam shall be stipulated by regulations passed by the Mayor. 

Article 90

(1) The work of teachers and associates shall be evaluated every year, by experts in accordance with the procedure passed by the Mayor. 

(2) A teacher whose work is graded unsatisfactory twice or violates any provision of this Law shall be dismissed and barred from further teaching in the District, while a teacher who displays outstanding quality of work over a longer period shall be rewarded in accordance with the provision of Paragraph 1 of this Article.

Article 91

(1) Teachers or associates in school shall have the right to strike under conditions set out in the Law on Strike and collective agreement, if they ensure a minimum working process of the school.

(2) Minimum work process for teachers means holding classes of 30 minutes within the daily schedule, or 40 minutes in finishing grades. 

(3) If teachers or school associates are participating in strike, without providing a minimum of working process from Paragraph 2 of this Article, the principal shall initiate disciplinary actions against them.

(4) The measure of termination of employment shall be pronounced to a teacher or associate who has violated provisions from Paragraph 2 of this Article.

(5) The principal is responsible to ensure the minimum working process of the school while the strike lasts. A principal who intentionally fails to carry out this responsibility shall be subject to dismissal from further work in any school in the District. 

VI - SUPERVISION

Article 92

Administrative supervision, supervision over lawful operation of schools and application of this Law shall be performed by school inspectors and other authorized Department employees, in accordance with regulations.

Article 93

(1) In order to provide organized monitoring of teaching and other forms of educational activities professional-pedagogic supervision shall be performed by the Pedagogic Council, whose composition, organization, method of work and jurisdiction shall be determined through separate decision of the Assembly, in accordance with this Law. 

(2)   Professional-pedagogic supervision includes:

1. implementation of the curriculum and program;

2. realization of goals and tasks of education;

3. determining of work results of teachers and associates;

4. evaluation of the work of pupils and their units;              

5. monitoring the work of the principal and his assistant;

6. dealing with all other questions related to improvement of education activities.

(3) Professional-pedagogic monitoring shall be performed at minimum once a year, pursuant to separate regulations passed by the Mayor and must be of pedagogic-instructive character.

Article 94
(1) The professional supervision shall be performed by persons possessing the same or higher level of education then the teachers or associates being supervised, and at least 10 years of successful experience in the field of teaching.

(2) The school is obligated to enable unhindered professional supervision and inspection of documents and records maintained by the school.

(3) The inspection report shall be submitted to the School Teachers' Council and School Board.

(4) Upon the inspection report, the School Teachers' Council of the school shall evaluate the work and improvement of teachers and associates. 

VII - MANAGEMENT OF SCHOOLS

1. The School Board

Article 95

(1) The School Board is the managing authority of the school.

(2) Members of School Boards of schools founded by the District shall be appointed the Mayor, with the approval of the Assembly.

(3) Members of the School Board of the school founded by a legal or physical person shall be appointed by the founder.

(4) A School Board shall have at least 5 members, of whom at least 2 shall be from the teachers and associates proposed by the School Teachers’ Council, at least one from among the parents, while the rest are representatives of the founder.

(5) On the first session, the School Board shall elect its President from among its members.

(6) The tenure of the members of the School Board is four years.

Article 96

The School Board shall have the following duties:

1. pass the annual program of work of the school;

2. be in charge of the school operations;

3. adopt a report on school operations and annual account;

4. proposes candidates for  the principal and teachers;

5. enact the School Rules;

6. decide on complaints filed by parents or guardians against the passed educational-disciplinary measure;

7. monitor the work of the school principal;

8. decide on complaints filed by employees related to their rights and obligations deriving from employment;

9. report on the working results to the founder of the school;

10. decide on complaints of employees related to personal evaluations;

11. review the plan on enrollment of pupils;

12. perform other duties in accordance with the School Rules.

Article 97

(1) A school principal manages the school.

(2) A person may be appointed school principal if:

· he possesses university degree or has completed higher education – for the principal of elementary school;

· he possesses university degree – for the principal of secondary school, and if he meets the criteria to become a teacher in an appropriate school, psychologist or pedagogue and who has a minimum of five (5) years of teaching experience.

(3) The criteria for the principal of the religious school shall be set by a competent authority of the religious community. 

(4) The Department shall advertise the vacant position for the principal and shall publish it in the media.

(5) In the event the school principal is not appointed for some reason, the School Board of that particular school shall, without publishing vacancy notice, submit to the Mayor the name of the proposed acting school principal from among the teachers and assistants, and that person shall perform this function until the school principal is appointed. The acting school principal may remain in this function for a maximum of six months.

(6) The school principal, as a civil servant, shall be appointed by the Mayor, upon the proposal of the School Board, and may be released by the Mayor from duty even before the four-year term expires, at the proposal of the School Board or the Department. 

(7) Following the expiration of the tenure or in case of cessation of performance for other reasons, the principal has a right to return to the position he occupied before he became the principal.

Article 98

The school principal shall perform the following duties:

1. manage the school operations;

2. represent the school and be responsible for legitimate work of the school;

3. ensures the realization of the curriculum and the program of work of school;

4. make decisions on assignments of the teaching staff and evaluate their work, and report to the Department in case of failure to fulfill obligations deriving from employment;

5. report on the work and results to the School Board;

6. implement the decisions of the School Board;

7. decide on employees’ rights and obligations deriving from employment;

8. informs the School Board on school finances;

9. perform other duties in accordance with the rules of the school.

2. Expert Bodies of the School

Article 99

(1) The Expert Bodies of the school are:

1. School Teachers' Council of and Class Teachers' Council;

2. Expert associations of teachers in particular teaching fields;

3. Class-master.

(2) The School Teachers' Council shall:

1. organize the work and monitor the realization of the curriculum;

2. make an analysis of accomplishment of goals and tasks in the sphere of education;

3. establish the proposal and analyze the realization of the annual program of the work of school, work of expert bodies and organs; 

4. evaluate the work of teachers or associates;

5. monitor the working results of students and their associations;

6. resolve other issues related to improvement of educational activities;

7. propose class-masters for particular classes to the principal;

8. grant the possibility to students to complete two grades during one school-year;

9. select the method of teaching, assignment of subjects to the teachers, that is, organize the 40-hour schedule per week;

10. grant and organize entrance exams, final exams and review and adopt the reports from examinations;

11. issue a decision on annulment of an exam;

12. take care of school students community;

13. review the reports on overseeing the school operations, inspections and undertake measures on fulfilling the obligations;

14. perform other duties envisaged by law and School Rules.

(3) Class Teachers' Council shall:

1. evaluate the accomplishments of students and work of teachers;

2. deal directly with students aptitude issues;

3. propose teaching methods for groups of students or individual students;

4. propose organization and program of teaching the basic principles of the civil law and democracy; 

5. determine final marks;

6. perform other duties set by law and School Rules.

(4) More detailed provisions on work of the bodies mentioned in Paragraph 1 of this Article and other expert bodies shall be contained in the School Rules.

VIII - RECORDS AND PUBLIC DOCUMENTS

Article 100

(1) A resident of the District who has completed his schooling or a school year(s) abroad is entitled to request recognition of his diploma or certificate – validation or issuing of an equivalent document from a District body.

(2) Other citizens, foreign citizens and persons without citizenship may also exercise the rights from the previous Paragraph if they prove that they have a legal interest to do so. 

Article 101

Validation or recognition of equivalence of a school document issued abroad shall be performed by the Department with consultation and consent of the competent authority of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

Article 102

(1) The provisions of the Law on Administrative Procedure of the Brcko District of Bosnia and Herzegovina shall be applied in the process of validating, or recognizing equivalence of foreign education certificate.

(2) The decision on validation and decision on the equivalence is final in the administrative proceedings.

(3) The Department shall preserve the documentation and keep the records on the diplomas and school certificates validated and recognized as equal in the administrative procedure conducted in the District.

(4) The manner of keeping records and its content shall be prescribed by the Mayor. 

Article 103

(1) A school shall maintain: enrollment register, register of educational operations, register of exams, average grades of students at the end of a school year, the school certificates and diplomas issued, and assignment of subjects to the teachers.

(2) The school shall have the obligation to preserve the registry book, the school year-book and the record on the school certificates and diplomas issued for the indefinite period of time, and for other documentation for the period of ten (10) years.

(3) The Mayor shall pass a regulation on the content and manner of keeping the record and shall authorize the issuance of excerpts therefrom. 

Article 104

(1) The school shall issue public documents on the basis of the records referred to in Article 103.

(2) For the purpose of this Law, the public documents are: student’s booklet, certificate on withdrawal from school, certificates, school certificate on completed grade and diploma.

(3) The form of the public document shall be prescribed by the Mayor. 

(4) Credibility of the public document shall be certified by the school’s seal. The school principal shall appoint an employee to be in charge of using and preserving the seal.

Article 105

(1) The school shall issue the duplicate of the public document in the prescribed form after proclaiming it invalid in the “Official Gazette of the Brcko District of Bosnia and Herzegovina” and “Official Gazette of Bosnia and Herzegovina”.

(2) If there is no prescribed form, the school shall issue a certificate on the basis of the official records.

Article 106

(1) A person who does not possess a public document on completed education, and the record on it, or the archive has been destroyed or is unavailable, shall be entitled to file the request with the Department for the purpose of determining the completed education.

(2) The Department shall determine the manner in which the persons referred to in the previous Paragraph shall exercise their rights, or it shall apply the uniform methodology prescribed for the whole Bosnia and Herzegovina.

IX - PENALTIES

Article 107

(1) A school shall be fined with 5,000 to 20,000 KM for the following offenses:

1. if it commences work before fulfilling all the working criteria 

2. if it issues a public document on record in the school before the school has been entered in the register of schools

3. if it stops the teaching process without the approval of the Department

4. if it organizes the class for pupils with disabilities or music school class, and starts to work before it fulfills the working conditions

5. if it fails to use required textbooks and study material in accordance with Article 36 of this Law;

6. if it carries out supplementary, correctional, class and final examinations contrary to the regulations passed on the basis of Article 69 of this Law.

(2) For the offense from the previous Paragraph, a responsible person in a school shall be fined by 2,000 to 5,000 KM.

Article 108

(1) A fine in the amount of 2,000 to 10,000 KM shall be imposed on a school:

1. if students attend more classes during a day than it is prescribed

2. if it fails to accomplish the annual number of hours foreseen by the curriculum

3. if it fails to pass an annual working program for the current year in the prescribed deadline

4. if it holds experimental/practical classes contrary to Article 35 of this Law

5. if it fails to keep required documentation and the record of educational activities in accordance with Article 103 of this Law;

6. if it fails to subject the school employees to medical examinations in accordance with Article 84 of this Law.

(3) For the offense from the previous Paragraph, a responsible person in a school shall be fined by 1,000 to 3,000 KM.

X - TRANSITIONAL AND FINAL PROVISIONS

Article 109

All elementary and secondary schools are, within a period of three (3) months, required to meet the prescribed conditions for founding and work of the school, harmonize its organization with the provisions of this Law and be entered in the register. 

Article 110

(1) The Assembly shall completely take over the rights and obligations of the founder towards the existing primary and secondary schools on the territory of the District that have the status of public institutions.

(2) Instead of School Boards, the management function in the transitional period shall be performed by the Department 

Article 111

(1) The Mayor shall pass all the regulations under his competence foreseen by this Law, within three (3) months.

(2) Until the regulations referred to in Paragraph 1 of this Article have been passed, the regulations applicable in the moment of entering into force of this Law shall be applied, unless they are contrary to the provisions of this Law.

Article 112

(1) Pedagogic Council is obliged to, within six (6) months of coming into force of this Law, formulate the proposal and the Department to pass the curricula and educational program for all primary and secondary schools on the territory of the District.

(2) The Department is obliged to compile and submit to the Mayor, within the same deadline, the draft of educational standards and norms, together with the plan of education.

Article 113

The home-room teachers with completed teaching school who are currently working, as well as teachers possessing VI and VII educational level, who are currently working and who have acquired the right to teach in primary and secondary schools in accordance with the appropriate curriculum provided by an Entity law, may teach their subjects after this Law enters into force.

Article 114

On the day this Law becomes effective the laws on primary school, laws on secondary schools and other Entities’ laws related to primary and secondary education which were applied on the territory of the Brcko District before this Law enters into force shall cease to be applied on the territory of the Brcko District. 

� The supplement represents a modified text of the amendment from the RS Ministry of Education


� proposal of Gornji Rahic primary school


� Prposal of the G. Rahic primary school and the 5th Primary school


� this solution presumes that the proposal shall be submitted to the Mayor by the Department of Education. The 5th primary school proposes that standards are passed at the proposal of some expert body. If that is accepted, this task could be entrusted to the Pedagogic council.


� Proposal of the G.Rahic primary school


� The supplement represents a somewhat styled proposal of the G.Zovik primary school


� HDZ proposal


� Proposal by Bijela primary school, Economic school


� Proposal of the 1st primary school


� Proposals of the G. Rahic primary school


� Proposal of the Satorovici primary school


� Proposal of the Technical school


� Proposal of G. Rahic primary school


� This issue has not been clearly defined up to now.


� Proposal by the Technical School


� The Economic School, Ravne Secondary school and the 4th Primary school have proposed not to conclude grades at mid-semester


� Proposal of the G. Rahic Primary school


� The Economic School and Technical School suggest a reduction in the number of hours


� Ther economic School and the Ravne Secondary School propose that evaluation be done by the “pedagogic service” i.e. “expert body”. The formulation used in Article 90 makes an allowance that these can be experts from the Department or some other experts, as members of a special commission or other bodies which can be determined by the Mayor’s decision.


� The Brka primary School proposes a minimum of one-half of the Management Board from the teachers, which would mean 3 members, if a total is 5.


� Proposal of Zovik primary school
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