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Dear Mr. Obradovic,

I refer to your letter of 22 January 2002 requesting a written waiver from the High Representative’s Decision of 27 April 2000 that bans the reallocation of state owned property, including former socially-owned property.

In particular, you request this office to allow the Municipality of Stolac to allocate a business premise at N.N. Humska Street, located on cadastral unit 810/2 in cadastral municipality of Donji Poplat and covering the total usable area of 100 m2, to the Non-Governmental Organization “Mujeres en zona de conflicto” from Cordoba, Spain, and the Association of Citizens “Ideja” from Mostar, Bosnia and Herzegovina, for the purpose of implementing a humanitarian project of women employment, i.e. establishing a multiethnic tailor’s shop – Stolac Cooperative.

The land books records that you enclose demonstrate that cadastral unit on which the business premise is located refers to socially-owned land used by the Municipality of Stolac, while your waiver request and the here enclosed Contract of Lease, registered under number 01-019/02, dated 18 January 2002 and signed by the Municipality of Stolac and the forenamed beneficiaries, state that the Municipality of Stolac is the actual and the only owner of the business premise located at N.N. Humska Street. In addition, you state in your waiver request that the business premise in question was not used for any purposes prior to 6 April 1992.

Based on Article 17 of the Stolac Municipality Statute, the Municipal Council of Stolac approved the allocation of the business premise located on cadastral unit 810/2 by its Decision number 01-005/02 of 1 February 2002. The allocation in question was also approved by the public attorney of the Citluk Municipality, Ms. Ankica Primorac, who states in her Opinion number JP 01/2002 of 4 February 2002 that all legal requirements have been met. Furthermore, the Certificate number SU 21/02 of 24 January 2002, signed by Ms. Slavica Papac in her capacity of President of the Municipal Petty Offence Court, states that the business premise located at N.N. Humska Street is not subject to any legal dispute before this Court.

Regarding the terms of the lease agreement, the above mentioned Contract of Lease states that the beneficiaries are obliged to bear the costs of the business premise’s reconstruction, that the costs of the reconstruction are considered an advance lease payment, that the monthly rent of the business premise amounts to 900 KM, that the rent will be deducted from the advance lease payment on a monthly basis, and that the beneficiaries will be authorized to use the business premise until the clearing of the advance lease payment. 

In light of the information that you have provided, this office authorizes the Municipality of Stolac to allocate the aforesaid business premise for the purpose described above. 

To the extent that this waiver is granted on the basis of the validity of the documentation you have provided, this waiver shall itself cease to be valid if a court of competent jurisdiction, under a final and binding decision, brings into question the authenticity or accuracy of this documentation, and/or the information that it contains.

Sincerely,

Ambassador Peter Bas-Backer

Deputy High Representative for Return and Reconstruction
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