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Dear Mr. Mahmutovic,

I refer to your letter of 11 December 2001 requesting a written waiver from the High Representative’s Decision of 27 April 2000 that bans the reallocation of state owned property, including former socially-owned property.

In particular, you request this office to approve the establishment of a Public Institution for Culture, Sports and Recreation, Hrasnica-Ilidza, i.e. the transformation of the Center of Culture and Sports “Famos” Hrasnica into the Public Institution for Culture, Sports and Recreation, Hrasnica – Ilidza. 

According to your waiver application and based on Articles 3 and 6 of the Law on Institutions, Article 15 of the Sarajevo Canton Law on Sports and Article 36 of the Ilidza Municipality Statute, the Municipal Council of Ilidza approved the establishment of the Public Institution for Culture, Sports and Recreation, Hrasnica-Ilidza by its Decision number 01-02-1403/01-1 of 11 September 2001. 

The Municipal Council’s Decision of 11 September 2001 prescribes that the Public Institution for Culture, Sports and Recreation, Hrasnica-Ilidza, shall be the legal successor of the Center of Culture and Sports “Famos” Hrasnica and that it shall, therefore, be authorized to take over the property of the Center of Culture and Sports “Famos” Hrasnica, composed of the Hall of Culture, covering the area of 4,108 m2; the Hall of Culture’s surrounding land complex, covering the area of 13,739 m2; the Sports Center, covering the total area of 20,456.20 m2; and the Sports Center’s surrounding land complex, covering the area of 76,000 m2 – all located at 36 Partizanska Street, Sarajevo. In addition, the Municipal Council’s Decision of 11 September 2001 states that the Public Institution shall also be obliged to take over the Center’s employees.

The land books records that you enclose demonstrate that the above specified property is state owned and that the right of the property disposal rests with the “Famos” Company from Sarajevo. According to the here enclosed Conclusion number 40-1-0-1/01 of 7 March 2001, signed by Mr. Bekir Gavrankapetanovic in his capacity of President of the “Famos” Company Management Board, the “Famos” Company Management Board supports the transformation of the Center of Culture and Sports “Famos” Hrasnica into the Public Institution for Culture, Sports and Recreation, Hrasnica-Ilidza, and the consequential cessation of the “Famos” Company’s right to dispose of the property constituting the Center of Sports and Culture “Famos” Hrasnica. In addition, the here enclosed letter number 13-1/01 of 23 February 2001, signed by Mr. Enver Muharemovic in his capacity of President of the Center of Culture and Sports “Famos” Hrasnica, demonstrates that the Center of Culture and Sports “Famos” Hrasnica agrees with its transformation into the Public Institution for Culture, Sports and Recreation.

Based on Article 18 of the Sarajevo Canton Constitution and Article 8 of the Law on Privatization of Enterprises, and in accordance with the here enclosed Conclusion of the Cantonal Government number 02-05-459/2001 of 19 April 2001, signed by Mr. Huso Hadzidedic in his capacity of Cantonal Prime Minister, the Cantonal Assembly of Sarajevo passed a decision stating that the property belonging to the Center of Culture and Sports “Famos” Hrasnica and disposed of by the “Famos” Company represents the public good in common usage which is to be excluded from the privatization process and transferred for disposal and management to the Municipality of Ilidza. This Decision, which is registered under number 01-31-183/01 and dated 10 May 2001, was also approved by the Cantonal Public Attorney, Ms. Nermina Zaciragic, in her Opinion number M-20/01 BS/MS of 2 April 2001.

The exclusion of the property belonging to the Center of Culture and Sports “Famos” Hrasnica from the privatization process and the transformation of its status into the public good in common usage were also approved by the here enclosed letter of 31 January 2001, signed by Mr. Sevkija Okeric in his capacity of Director of the Cantonal Privatization Agency, as well as by the here enclosed Conclusion number 21-01-19-9/01 of 22 January 2001, signed by Mr. Dragoljub Stojanov in his capacity of President of the Management Board of the Cantonal Privatization Agency. 

In light of the information that you have provided, this office authorizes the establishment of the Public Institution for Culture, Sports and Recreation, Hrasnica-Ilidza, i.e. the transformation of the Center of Culture and Sports “Famos” Hrasnica into the Public Institution for Culture, Sports and Recreation, Hrasnica – Ilidza. 

To the extent that this waiver is granted on the basis of the validity of the documentation you have provided, this waiver shall itself cease to be valid if a court of competent jurisdiction, under a final and binding decision, brings into question the authenticity or accuracy of this documentation, and/or the information that it contains.

Sincerely,

Ambassador Peter Bas-Backer

Deputy High Representative for Return and Reconstruction
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