Statement of the Steering
Board of the Peace
Implementation Council

Today in Sarajevo, the Ambassadors of the Steering Board of
the Peace Implementation Council (PIC SB) formally appointed
current Principal Deputy High Representative Louis J. Crishock
as the Acting High Representative for Bosnia and Herzegovina
until the finalisation of the appointment of the new High
Representative. The PIC SB committed to reaching agreement on
the selection of a new High Representative as soon as
possible, with the goal of completing the appointment no later
than 14 July 2026.

The PIC SB looks forward to working with Mr. Crishock when he

takes up his duties as the Acting High Representative on 1°
July 2026 upon which Mr. Schmidt’s resignation will become
effective.

The PIC SB emphasizes that the Acting High Representative
shall fully ensure the institutional continuity of the
function, legal certainty regarding all decisions enacted by
previous High Representatives and shall operate under the
political guidance of the PIC.

Should any attempts be made by any actor to undermine,
circumvent, or challenge past decisions, the Acting High
Representative will take all necessary measures within his
mandate in line with Annex X to the GFAP by ensuring
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consistent implementation of the civilian aspects of the GFAP,
backed by the explicit political authority and guidance of the
PIC SB, to uphold the integrity of the General Framework
Agreement for Peace.

The PIC SB expressed its high appreciation to Mr Christian
Schmidt for his commitment and contribution to implementation
of the Dayton Peace Agreement and security and stability in
BiH for almost five years.



