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OHR-RRTF/LA/2002/403

Dear Mr. Grujić

I refer to your letter of 21 November, 2001 requesting a written waiver of the High Representative’s Decision of 27 April 2000 that bans the allocation of state owned property, including former socially-owned property.

In particular, you request this office to allow the Public Company “Serb’s forests ” of Republic Srpska, Forestry Management of Jasenik, Bratunac, to exchange the plot of land being the forest in essence and at the disposal  of this company, with the plot of land of the same kind being the property of the  Kravica Serb’s Orthodox Municipality as follows; the cadastral plot, registered in the land books as cadastral unit number 227/337 of the old land survey that was created from the land plot 227/125 registered in land record number 128 cadastral municipality of Opravdici, corresponding to the land plot 227/377 of the new land survey registered in the cadastral record number 24 covering the area of 144 000 m2 – cadastral municipality of  Opravdići, is to be exchanged for the cadastral plot  number 78/19 of the old land survey registered in land record number 80, corresponding to cadastral plot number 78/19 of the new land survey, registered in cadastral record number 181, covering the  area  144 500 m2, -cadastral municipality of Mratinci.  

The land record that you enclose demonstrates that the cadastral plot number 227/337 is  state property that the right of the land disposal rests with the Public Company “Serb’s forests ” of Republic Srpska, Forestry Management of Jasenik, Bratunac, who gave its agreement in the Decision dated 13 March, 2001, and the land plot number 78/19 is property  of the Serb’s Orthodox Municipality in Opravdici who applied for the exchange of forests to the Republic Srpska Geodetical Administration for Property-Legal affairs, Bratunac unit .

According to Article 12. of the Law on transfer of property  (Official Gazette of SR BiH  number 38/78, 4/89,29/90,22/91 and Official Gazette of Republic Srpska number 29/94 ) the socially owned forests and forests’ land may not be alieanated from the social property except in the procedure of arondation, integration of the forests and  forests’ land or exchange. 

This particular exchange was confirmed by the Republic Srpska Administration for geodetical and legal affairs, Regional unit in Bratunac in its decision number 14-474-1/2001 of 14 May, 2001, and  approved by the RS Deputy Public Attorney, with the seat in Vlasenica Ms. Jelena Todorović, in her Opinion number M-46/01 of 19 October, 2001. The Public Attorney has stated that exchange the forests is in compliance with the Law on forests,(Official gazette of Republic Srpska number  13/94).  

In light of the information that you have provided, this office authorises the Municipality 

of Bratunac  to exchange  the aforesaid land. 

To the extent that this waiver is granted on the basis of the validity of the documentation you have provided, this waiver shall itself cease to be valid if a court of competent jurisdiction, under a final and binding decision, brings into question the authenticity or accuracy of this documentation, and/or the information that it contains.

Sincerely,

Ambassador Peter-Bas Backer

Deputy High Representative for Return and Reconstruction
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