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Return in the Hands of the Domestic Authorities

The Office of the High Representative (OHR) closed down its Return and Reconstruction Task Force on 31 December 2003. As a consequence, the regional OHR/RRTF offices also ceased to exist.  

In order to ensure full implementation of Annex VII of the Dayton Peace Agreement, the Ministry for Human Rights and Refugees of Bosnia and Herzegovina has, in cooperation with the OHR, put an effort to develop new possibilities for you.  

 A new State-level Law on Amendments to the Law on Refugees from BiH and Displaced Persons in BiH was published in “Official Gazette of BiH”, no. 33/03, and entered into force on 13 November 2003. This Law strengthened three State institutions, vital for the successful realization of refugees and displaced persons return process in BiH. Amendments to the Entity Laws, which will harmonize them with the State Law, are currently being analyzed at the expert level and will soon enter the parliamentary procedure. 

 1.
A reform of the Commission for Refugees and Displaced Persons of Bosnia and Herzegovina has been performed, enabling representation of the State, the Entities and the Brcko District at an equal footing. The work of the Commission will be actively monitored by the representatives of the international community, as well as of the organizations/associations dealing with the problems of refugees and displaced persons in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

2.
A Return Fund has been established at the State level, as an autonomous administrative body of financial nature. This Fund will in time become the single source of funding of reconstruction and return projects in Bosnia and Herzegovina. The Fund will take directions from the Commission, but will preserve its managerial independence.

3.
The Ministry for Human Rights and Refugees of Bosnia and Herzegovina has established its Regional Centers. The Centers were opened in December 2003 and will take over the return co-ordination function from the RRTF and Entities’ regional offices
There will be four Regional Centers, located in Banja Luka, Mostar, Sarajevo and Tuzla at the following addresses:
RC Banja Luka: Mirka Kovačevića 6,

RC Mostar: Mladena Balorde 35,

RC Sarajevo: Hamdije Kreševljakovića 40,

RC Tuzla: Rudarski institut, Rudarska 72.
The address of the Ministry for Human Rights and Refugees of Bosnia and Herzegovina is: Trg BiH 1, Sarajevo.
	Regionalni centri
	Općine pokrivene regionalnim centrima

	RC Sarajevo
	Kalinovik, Foča/Srbinje, Trnovo (RS), Foča, Čajniče, Goražde/SrpskoGoražde, Goražde, Rudo, Višegrad, Rogatica, Pale (FBiH), Trnovo, Sokolac, Han Pijesak, Hadžići, Ilidža/Srpska Ilidža, Novo Sarajevo/Srpsko Novo Sarajevo, Stari Grad/Srpski Stari Grad, Stari Grad, Novo Sarajevo, Centar Sarajevo, Novi Grad Sarajevo, Ilidža, Vogošća, Ilijaš, Olovo, Vareš, Breza, Kiseljak, Kreševo, Gornji Vakuf/Uskoplje, Fojnica, Visoko, Bugojno, Novi Travnik, Vitez, Busovača, Kakanj, Donji Vakuf, Travnik, Zenica, Žepče, Trnovo, Pale (RS)

	RC Mostar
	Trebinje, Ravno, Neum, Ljubinje, Bileća, Čapljina, Stolac/Berkovići, Stolac, Ljubuški, Čitluk, Mostar Jug, Mostar Jugozapad, Mostar Jugoistok, Mostar Stari Grad, Mostar Zapad, Mostar Sjever, Nevesinje, Grude, Široki Brijeg, Posušje, Konjic, Jablanica, Tomislavgrad, Livno, Kupres/Srpski Kupres, Kupres, Prozor/Rama, Gacko

	RC Banja Luka
	Glamoč, Bosansko Grahovo, Šipovo, Drvar, Jajce/Jezero, Jajce, Dobretići, Skender Vakuf/Kneževo, Kotor Varoš, Teslić, Mrkonjić Grad, Ključ/Ribnik, Bosanski Petrovac/Petrovac, Bosanski Petrovac, Ključ, Sanski Most, Sanski Most/Srpski Sanski Most, Čelinac, Prnjavor, Laktaši, Banja Luka, Srbac, Gradiška, Prijedor, Bosanska Dubica/Kozarska Dubica, Kostajnica, Bosanski Novi/Novi Grad, Bosanska Krupa/Krupa na Uni, Bosanska Krupa, Bihać, Cazin, Bužim, Velika Kladuša, Drvar/Srpski Drvar, Drvar

	RC Tuzla
	Srebrenica, Milići, Vlasenica, Bratunac, Kladanj, Šekovići, Kalesija/Osmaci, Zvornik, Sapna, Kalesija, Živinice, Banovići, Zavidovići, Maglaj, Lukavac, Tuzla, Teočak, Lopare, Ugljevik, Bijeljina, Tešanj, Doboj Jug, Usora, Gračanica/Petrovo, Doboj Istok, Gračanica, Srebrenik, Čelić, Doboj, Gradačac, Brčko Distrikt, Gradačac/Pelagićevo, Orašje, Bosanski Šamac/Šamac, Odžak/Vukosavlje, Modriča, Odžak, Derventa, Bosanski Brod/Srpski Brod, Domaljevac/Šamac


Within the frame of these changes, beginning with January 2004, the Regional Offices for Return of the Federation Ministry for Refugees and Displaced Persons, located in Republika Srpska, and the Offices of the RS Ministry for Refugees and Displaced Persons, located in the Federation BiH, will also cease to exist. The biggest change for you is the fact that you will have to deal with new partners in the process of implementing Annex VII.  Your first point of contact will be the municipalities.

In case you require further support than the municipalities can offer, you can address the Regional Center of the Ministry of Human Rights and Refugees of Bosnia and Herzegovina that covers your area. Moreover, in case you are looking for something that could not be made available by the previously mentioned offices, you can use the logistics belonging to the Federation Ministry for Refugees and Displaced Persons and  the RS Ministry for Refugees and Displaced Persons. Other useful points of contact are the Legal Aid Centers of the UNHCR

and your local OSCE office.

NOTE:

This information is for organizations, associations and individuals dealing with the activities related to the refugees from BiH and displaced persons in BiH.
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      BOSNA I HERCEGOVINA

   Ministarstvo za ljudska prava i izbjeglice
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